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JOHN HEALEY 

 
John Healey, Donald's youngest son, passed away 
May 26, 2009. 
 
Unlike his brothers, Brian (Bic) and Geoffrey, 
John was not active with the Donald Healey Motor 
Company.  However, he was very active in 
support of the many clubs around the world that 
are dedicated to the automobiles produced by that 
company.  
 
Many of us had the pleasure of spending time with 
John and his wife Joy at Conclave Texas five years 
ago.  Karen and I had the privilege of escorting the 
Healeys on a self guided tour of the Hill Country 
during that event.  Two photos of John and Joy 
enjoying the Wild Flower Seed Farm near 
Fredericksburg appear on page 3. 
 
Our condolences go out to Joy and the rest of the 
Healey family. 
 

NEW MEMBER 
Please join me in welcoming our newest member, 
Rick Alley!  Rick is a resident of San Antonio. 
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First the rains................ 

 

 



Newsletter 2 

 
 

PRESIDENT'S RAMBLINS 
By Mike McPhail 

 
Our May driving event was a multi-club scenic Hill Country tour with the Blanco 
Classic Car Show as our destination. Fourteen enthusiasts assembled at the usual 
spot in Oak Hill on Saturday the 16th. Many were behind the wheel of a genuine 
SOB. That is, some other brand than their usual ride. A virtual dream team of 
classic cars had assembled! Get a load of this… 
 Jaguar XJS (Steve Richards) 
 Jaguar XKE (Tom McMurray) 
 Corvette Stingray (Phil and Dorothee Auldridge) 
 AC Cobra (Rosanne Butera) 
 Olds 442 (Dick and Sharron Kolbus) 
 Two Alfa Romeos (Dean Mericas and Peter Van Kooij) 
 Three Austin-Healeys (Glenn Graves, Brett Miller, Mike and Nel 
 McPhail) 
 
 This amazing collection of classic iron proceeded at a furious pace down 
Camp Ben McCullough Road to 150, then onto Elder Hill Road to RR12. The 
next turn was onto Jacob’s Well Road which comes out on FM2325, then another 
turn onto Fischer Store Road, which got us over to 32. Lots of sharp curves…very 
exhilarating! Incredibly, we all arrived safe and sound a little after nine at the 
Blanco State Park, with only about ninety cars in the park already. 
 
 Larry Rogers and the MG delegation arrived very early, and had saved a 
prime location for the English car clubs. Pretty soon we had a well rounded 
representation of British Marques on hand; with the arrival of David Ayer in the 
Black Bugeye and Mike Potts and Joe Kboudi in their San Antonio TR6s. (Jim 
Richmond wouldn’t say what he was driving.) The sun was shining; the birds 
were singing and the flowers blooming…until 10:30, when the cold front blew in 
and the bottom fell out! 
 
 After a while, we tired of shivering in the rain under a picnic shelter and 
broke out the umbrellas and marched over to Riley’s BBQ for some lunch. By the 
time we were through eating, the deluge had let up enough for us to make our 
escape, just as all the non-convertibles had already done. All said, it was quite an 
adventure and we thoroughly enjoyed it! 
 
 Due to lack of interest, the June 6th Trash-O-Rama and lake party have 
be postponed. Check your email for further developments! 
 

 

SOUTH TEXAS 

AUSTIN-HEALEY 

CLUB 

 
STAHC is an area club of the 
Austin-Healey Club of America 
www.healeyclub.org the largest Austin-
Healey club in the world.  STAHC 
was sanctioned by AHCA in 1979, 
and it covers the Austin and San 
Antonio area of South Texas. 
 

OFFICERS  

 
President - Mike McPhail 
(512) 695-8637 
mmcphail@austin.rr.com 
 
Vice President - David Ayer 
(210) 340-0377 
dbayer@swbell.net 
 
Treasurer/Membership -  
Bob/Tina Adkins 
(512) 264-2042 radkins@ieee.org 
tadkins@zeecon.com 
 
Delegate/Newsletter Editor - 
Jim Richmond 
(830) 537-5075 jkrich@gvtc.com 
 
Highway Clean Up - 
Jeff & Denene Whitmore 
(210) 403-3783 
defwhit@swbell.net 
 
Webmaster - Nathan Adkins 
(512) 264-2042 
Nathan@swbell.net 
 
Future 50 Representative -  
Bret Miller (512) 834-1885 
bmiller@tspaustin.com 
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Chuck Anderson, Jr., a member of the Oklahoma AH Owners Club has obtained a copy of the 1963 "DEALERS IN THE 
UNITED STATES for products of THE BRITISH MOTOR CORPORATION, LTD.  Chuck has been kind enough to share this 
information with the Regional AHCA Club newsletter editors.  The Texas section of this publication is reprinted below. 
 
Are any of these dealers still in business?  Perhaps you did business with one of these in "the day".  Anybody buy their Healey 
from one of these dealers?  Could there be a huge stash of NOS Healey parts stored and forgotten at one of these locations? 
 
If you have information about any of these dealers let me know and I will share it with the STAHC members in the next issue. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
John Healey at the Wild Seed Farm during 

Conclave Texas 
 

 

 
 
John and Joy enjoying a tour during Conclave Texas 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

WHAT WHERE WHEN 
   
   
Highway Pickup & Borth’s 
Lake Party 

FM 1623 (River Road) about 2.5 miles 
west of US 281 in Blanco & Sunrise 
Beach (Lake Party) 

Cancelled! To be re- 
scheduled.  Stay tuned. 

   
Conclave 2009 Kingston, Ontario Canada June 21 - 26 
   
Toobing on the River San Marcos July 12 
   
Ice Cream Social Some place in San Antonio August 29 or 30 (Time TBA) 
   
All British Car Day Round Rock September 26 - 27 
   
Highway Pickup &??? FM 1623 (River Road) about 2.5 miles 

west of US 281 in Blanco 
October 3 9:00 AM 

   
All British Car Day Boerne November 7 10:00 AM 
   
Delegates Meeting Charlotte, North Carolina November 13 - 15 
   
Holiday Party Forke Store in Fredericksburg TBA 
   
Roundup 2010 Fredericksburg  April 16, 17 & 18, 2010 
   
   
TBA = to be announced. 
 

EDITOR’S RUMBLINS 
 
Conclave!  The premier national/international event of AHCA.  Several STAHC members are planning 
to attend.  Some are planning to drive all the way to Kingston, Ontario a very British settlement near the 
Thousand Islands.  If you plan to attend, and you have not yet registered, the time is now! 
 
Kingston is in Canada.  So remember to take your passport, especially if you plan to return to the U. S.  
If you are driving, you should contact your insurance company and obtain a card showing that you are 
covered while in Canada. 
 
Unfortunately, your editor and delegate will not be a Conclave this year.  Bonnie Ayer will represent 
STAHC at the delegates meeting - thank you Bonnie.  I need a volunteer or volunteers to take pictures 
and write about this event for the next Rumblins. 
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JUNE TOOL OF THE MONTH 

By Mike McPhail 
 

 Sometimes brute force is not enough! In the rare instance that an impact wrench or cheater bar won’t budge that stubborn 
bolt, don’t think that you have been foiled. Put away your liquid wrench and grab that torch! Yes friends, it is time to turn the heat 
on. 
 
 Say, for instance that you are foolish enough to think that you can replace those rusty manifold studs with hand tools 
alone. No way are those things coming out unless they are made red hot. That’s right, get them cherry red and they will magically 
become barely finger tight… just don’t unscrew them (ouch) with your fingers! Vice-grips will do the job nicely. 
  
 Now, you are not going to get the job done with that ridiculous little propane torch from Wal-Mart. Get over to Harbor 
Freight or your local welding supply store and purchase an oxy-acetylene torch kit. The smallest portable set-up comes with the 
two bottles, regulators, hoses, welding and cutting attachments, all in a convenient carrying case. You will also need welding 
gloves, goggles, welding rods, brazing rods, silver solder, flux, fire extinguisher, and burn ointment. 
 
 Lets look at all the neat stuff you can do with this rig. Obviously you can weld, but actually an electric welder is usually 
more convenient…we will talk about that next month. Heating metal is probably the most often used application. Bent objects 
become very pliable when made red hot, and can be returned to their original shape, or take on a new one without damage or 
weakening. Items that have been bent once too many times will become just as strong as they were originally, once they have been 
heated to a glow. 
  
 Brazing is an excellent substitution for welding. Somewhat akin to soldering, brazing is great for joining thin steel 
objects, or filling cracks and holes in ferrous metal parts. The rods come with a white flux coating and will melt onto red hot 
metal, forming a very strong bond. The melting rod flows nicely onto the hot surface seeking out and filling depressions for a neat 
repair. 
 
 Silver solder can be used for thinner steel, copper, brass, or bronze that might not withstand the higher temperature 
required for brazing. This stuff comes in a little roll, and looks a lot like the solder used for plumbing, but is much stronger. A flux 
paste must be applied to the area to be soldered. The only drawback to using silver solder is that it is fairly expensive. 
 
 The cutting torch attachment can be useful, but only when other implements of destruction have failed. Cutting consumes 
lots of gas and produces dangerous blobs of molten metal, which can easily start a fire, usually on your clothing.  
 
 The propane torch may be nearly obsolete, but there is an alternative. Next to the little blue bottles at the Home Depot, 
are the yellow bottles of MAAP gas. This stuff is superior to the former, in that it lights better, gets hotter and smells great! The 
MAAP torch is often used for sweating joints in copper pipes for home plumbing jobs, but it can also be used for silver soldering 
and light brazing. Remember that plumbers solder will also stick to steel if the surface is cleaned properly and plenty of acid 
soldering flux is used. Of course, copper and brass just love to be soldered. Once the metal is made to shine, solder will flow 
smoothly and stick easily to those metals. 
 
 For electrical connections a soldering iron is just the trick. A big soldering gun is best for all but the most delicate jobs. 
Rolls of electrical solder come with a rosin core that differs from plumbing solder. Thin solder usually makes for a neater union; 
too much solder often just hides a poor connection. Copper wire must be absolutely clean and shiny before soldering. Wiping with 
sandpaper will get the desired results. The ends of copper and even steel wire can be “tinned” to prevent fraying by applying 
solder with the soldering iron. Excess should be wiped off quickly with a cloth after the solder melts so that the diameter will stay 
the same…a necessity on choke cables and the like. 
 
  Another hot item for the shop is the heat gun. Buy one of these inexpensive tools and you will never want to borrow the 
wife’s hair drier again: 
 
  Nothing works on heat shrink tubing like the gun.  
  Preheat items to be painted for a perfect finish every time.  
  Soften plastic without setting it on fire.  
  Remove stubborn stickers.  
  Use with penetrating oil for the mildly stuck nut or bolt.  
  Dry the solvent from that part you want to paint.  
  Get those Yule logs burning.  
  Torture fire ants and other insect pests.  
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 The uses are endless, just watch out for the metal tip…it gets hot and stays hot…long after you set it down on the 
newspaper! 
 

 

 
Mikes Hot Stuff 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brits at Blanco 

 

 
David's Sprite at Blanco 
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EL MERCADO 
  

_________________________________________________________________ 
El Mercado is our advertising section.  If you have Healeys, Healey parts, Healey stuff or even other British 
stuff that your spouse says has to go, send it in and we will run it.  If you are looking for any of these things 
we will run that too.  (Just don’t let your Spouse see this)  Free to members.  Very inexpensive to others. 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
My goal is to issue Rumblins on the first day of each month.  To meet this goal, material for 
publication must be received by the end of the previous month.  Thanks for your participation and 
cooperation. 

 
 


